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________________________________________
Overview
Tashy’s Big Mess Up is a warm, rhythmic story that explores what happens when good intentions lead to unexpected consequences. When Tashy decides to brighten her freshly painted gray house using smooshed elderberries, her creative idea quickly turns into a big problem. Faced with fear and regret, Tashy must choose between hiding the truth or taking responsibility. Her honest choice leads to an important lesson about accountability, forgiveness, and making things right.
This story is ideal for home reading, classrooms, libraries, and social-emotional learning discussions.
________________________________________
Learning Themes
Honesty & Accountability
Tashy considers avoiding responsibility but ultimately chooses to tell the truth.
Cause & Effect
The story clearly shows how actions—good or bad—lead to consequences.
Creativity with Boundaries
Children are encouraged to be imaginative while learning where creativity is appropriate.
Growth Mindset
Mistakes are shown as opportunities to learn and improve.
________________________________________
Discussion Questions
Before Reading
•	What do you think the title Tashy’s Big Mess Up means?
•	Have you ever tried to help and accidentally caused a problem?
During Reading
•	Why does Tashy want to change the color of the house?
•	What makes painting with elderberries seem like a good idea at first?
•	How does Tashy feel when she realizes the house is too tall to finish?
After Reading
•	What choices does Tashy think about when Mom sees the house?
•	Why is telling the truth the hardest—but best—choice?
•	What would you have done if you were Tashy?
________________________________________
Vocabulary Words
•	Drab: dull or lacking brightness

•	Smooshed: squashed or crushed

•	Consequences: results of an action

•	Responsibility: taking ownership of what you do
________________________________________
Activities & Extensions
Art Activity
Use washable paints or watercolors to create art on paper. Discuss why some surfaces are meant for art and others are not.
Writing or Drawing Prompt
Draw or write about a time you made a mistake and how you fixed it.
Role-Play
Act out different choices Tashy could have made and talk about how each choice might change the ending.
Color Exploration
Talk about why certain colors are chosen for houses, schools, or public spaces.
________________________________________
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Connections
This story supports: - Self-awareness - Responsible decision-making - Empathy - Problem-solving
________________________________________
Reflection
Tashy’s Big Mess Up reminds young readers that everyone makes mistakes—and that honesty, effort, and support can turn even a big mess into a meaningful lesson.
Closing Question:
What would you do if you were Tashy?
